Join us for the ACA Annual
Meeting

The ACA will be holding its Annual
Meeting and dinner at the Washington Plaza
Hotel, Washington, DC, on March 26, 2007,
at 6:30 p.m. The cost for the buffet dinner is
$40 per person. Pre-registration is requirec
for the buffet dinner. A registration form is
included in this newsletter. There is no
charge to attend only the Annual Meeting.

The agenda for our annual meeting will
consist of a review of our past year’s
activities, discussion regarding the types o
activities planned for the coming year, and ¢
discussion regarding how we “develop a
voice for ACA”.

We hope you will attend and bring your
ideas for how ACA can continue to benefit
your organization.

ACA Certifier Training Report

Our ACA Training in LaCrosse, WI was
very successful! We had great presenters
hands on sessions and a very full room
There were 33 attendees, including curren
ACA members and several nonmembers.
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Travelers came from California to Florida,

and Canada. Some even came nearly
directly from the BioFach meeting in

Germany!

Miguel Guerrero from OMRI began our day
with a discussion of fertilizers and a
mechanism to determine whether the stated
analysis is actually met, based on the
ingredients listed. Attendees had many
guestions in regard to the pending OMRI
plan to contract with certifiers to perform
product review on a trial basis. Miguel did
not have full details of the contract program,
but he did note that products reviewed for a
particular certifier will not be listed on the
public OMRI List; the manufacturer will be
required to undergo full OMRI review in
order to place material on the OMRI list.
This was a concern to attendees, as not
knowing what materials have been reviewed
for other certifiers will lead to the
duplication of work by certifiers of product
review work. There was no definitive
answer on how to eliminate duplicate review
of materials.

Miguel Guerrero & Joyce Ford
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Joyce Ford,
presented an

of Organic Independents,
interactive session on th

review of various product labels for
compliance with NOP labeling
requirements. Groups of four reviewed

labels and presented their findings to the
larger group. Many of the labels were not in
compliance with NOP requirements, even tc
the most basic requirement of including the
name of the certifier of the certified product.
Joyce has developed label review checklis
forms for reviewers; if you would like
copies (small fee involved), please contac
Joyce at: 507.454.8310 or e-mail:
jford@hbci.com

Robert Simmons, ICS / FVO, discussed the
requirements of the various international
programs: the European Union, JAS & anc
Canada. He noted that the European Unio
requirements will be completely changing in
the near future, but the details of the change ;
are not completely known as yet. It is also
not known if the US and Canada will work
out a country to country agreement to
facilitate recognition. US certification
bodies will need to be accredited to operatt
in Canada.

Robert Simmons

Robert also reported on the meeting oi
Certification Bodies in conjunction with the
BioFach event. He noted that all
certification bodies will be invited to a
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meeting in Bonn Germany, May 31 — June
2, 2007. Topics of discussion at this meeting
will be:
Fraud session including inspection and
certification regimes that catch fraud and
general market surveillance with case
studies.
Animal welfare and synthetic and non-
synthetic versions of amino acids and
vitamins
Internal Audits
Inspecting and certifying multiple
certification schemes (organic and other
schemes) and how to do this more cost
efficiently and at a lower cost
Pesticide residue testing and guidelines
for using the results.

The “Five Most Wanted Quality System
Improvements” was the topic of discussion
by Joyce Ford & Lynn Coody — both
experienced internal auditors.  They
identified the 5 areas of the internal audit
where they see the most noncompliances.
These areas are:

quality system documentation

personnel records

document control system

materials review procedures

management review of audit outcome
Specific problems in each of the above areas
were identified and solutions suggested.

Lynn Coody & Joyce Ford
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Attendee evaluations indicated much usefu
information was gained from our training,
and we were encouraged to continue tc
provide this type of service to ACA
members. Additional photos of the training
are available on our website:
www.accreditedcertifiers.org

Welcome New & Rejoining
Members

Thank you to the following new and
renewing members who are supporting Ehe
work of ACA:

California Certified Organic Farmers
Natural Food Certifiers

New Jersey Department of Agriculture
Quality Assurance International

OMRI will offer materials review
subcontract to subscribers

OMRI announces that it is beginning a new
service for certifiers in response to recent
comments from staff at the National Organic
Program. OMRI, a national nonprofit
specializing in the review of products for
organic production, will offer subscribing
certifiers the option to officially cite OMRI
when evaluating a material for use in
organic production.

In his training session for accredited
certifiers this winter, the NOP’s Mark

Bradley emphasized the legal requiremen
that certifiers must do

materials reviews of products used in their
clients’ operations. Bradley made it clear
that certifiers must not rely on outside
organizations, such as OMRI, to do these
reviews without appropriate oversight.
Certifiers must have control over materials
reviewers and should have in-house
procedures for handling the evaluation of
materials in Organic System Plans.
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The new OMRI service will allow certifiers
the opportunity to evaluate and audit
OMRI's policies, standards, and public
records as their materials review contractor.
OMRI’s role as a contractor will be very
similar to the role that independent organic
inspectors already fulfill for certifiers.

OMRI will formally unveil the new service
in a letter to subscribing certifiers during the
week of March 19, 2007. Further
information can be obtained by contacting
OMRI's Miguel Guerrero at 541-343-7600
x106.

submitted by OMRI
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